


NEWS

Brian Wilkinson

The Group marks w i th 
sadness the passing of Brian 
Wilkinson, a long-standing 
member of SBSG and Group 
Leader of Sheffield RSPB. 
 The funeral will took place on 
Monday 24th March at the 
North Chapel at Grenoside 
Crematorium.

New members
We welcome the following new 
members to the group - good 
birding to you all and we hope 
you enjoy your membership.!!
Steve Warwick, Stephen 
Gordon, Jim Stephenson, 
Michael Bell, Jonathan Lowes, 
David Seal, Dawn Jackson,  
Haydn & Margaret Nichols, 
Ken Dobson, Paul Lawless, 
Joe Goldacre, Daniel Branch, 
Jonathan Simpson and Ella 
Scott.

Atlas launch

Scribes wanted!
Rod Hinchliffe, who has done 
an admirable job of writing up 
most of the indoor meetings 
for the Bulletin over the last 
few years, is retiring from the 
role. 

T h a t m e a n s w e n e e d 
volunteers to write up future 
lectures - please get in 
contact at the usual address 
if you think this is something 
you’d be able and willing to 
do this. 

A big personal thanks from 
me to Rod, who has been a 
massive help with this, which 
has a lways been much 
appreciated (PM).

The Breeding Atlas was launched with a great turnout at The 
University of Sheffield on 22nd January, giving the public the first 
chance to get their hands on the group’s new avifauna. 

There was a great turnout to see an introduction to the project by 
editors Richard Hill and David Wood, and a presentation by the 
University’s Prof Tim Birkhead, who wrote the book’s foreword. A 
memorable evening saw some swift sales of the new book, as well 
as the new 2012 Annual Report, which was also out just in time for 
the occasion. 

For a review of the book by Pete Brown, see page 4. (Pics Neil 
Porter and Simon Bailey).



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Mark Thomas - Catching The Killers  
Weds April 9th 2014, Sheffield University Arts Tower Lecture Theatre 5, 7.15pm"!
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Mick Turton - Birds of the Western Palearctic  
Weds May 14th 2014, Sheffield University Arts Tower Lecture Theatre 5, 7.15pm"!
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Indoor Meetings 

Field Meetings

10th May 2014 - Wyming Brook dawn chorus walk"
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Club contacts
Bulletin"
Pete Mella!
21 Lump Lane!
Grenoside!
Sheffield!
S35 8PL!
peterjmella@googlemail.com!

Secretary"
Richard Hill!
22 Ansell Road!
Sheffield!
S11 7PE!
rdhill2001@yahoo.com

Website"
http://www.sbsg.org!
Twitter"
http://www.twitter.com/shefbirdstudy!
Facebook"
http://www.facebook.com/sheffieldbirdstudygroup!!
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Breeding Atlas Review



Lecture report 
Pete Brown: Birding Down Under
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Stanage Forum: SBSG 
Representative Wanted !
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1. Rotschenkel 

An easy bird to to start with - what is the 
english name? 

2. Turdus Philomelos and Rossingol 
Philomele  

What are these two birds and what is the 
myth that links them to each other? 

3. Quattrocchi  

The language is easy to spot but what is 
the bird? 

4. Barnacle Goose  

Barnacle??  --  not so much a myth as a 
complete failure of the ornithologists' 
imagination in that era - but what's the 
story ? 

5!!  a duvet 

What is the first word of this bird's name 
and in which language? 

6. Puppenblau 

There is one linguistic clue to this (quite 
rare) bird, but what is the minor european 
language (this one is a bit unfair, google 
doesn't help). 

7. Zilpzalp 

Onomatopoeic in its own language but a 
real tongue twister for English speakers. 

8. Birdwatchers who gave names to 
birds 

Can you name a birdwatcher (or anyone 
else) who had 15 or more birds named 
after him/her? 

9. Bonaparte’s Gull 

What did Napoleon have to do with this 
bird? 

10. Loffel 

Two b i rds have German names 
beginning with Loffel. One is easy the 
other is harder, what are they? 

11. Quebrahantahuesos 

The Spanish name for this bird is a real 
mouthful so you get a clue: Quebrantar 
means bre** and hueso means bo**. 

12. Alouette 

Which bird is this and what is its fate in 
the hands of all those singing children? 

13. Gallocanta 

This is a place - but what bird will you 
find here (in huge numbers) and what 
does the name mean?  

14. Tjiftjaf 

If you didn't get Zilpzalp try it in Dutch. 

15. Sex life 

Which LBJ was held to be a model of 
modesty and domesticity by both 
Victorian ornithologists and clergymen 
but has recently been proved to be an 
i m p r e s s i v e e x a m p l e o f f e m a l e 
promiscuity? 

16. Wisdom 

Which greek myth associates the owl 
with wisdom? 

17. Seidenschwanz 

The German name of this bird refers to a 
texture and a body part. The English 
name refers to a different texture and a 
different body part. What is it? 

18. Halcyon 

In modern usage halcyon days means an 
extended period of calm weather - 
especially at sea. Halcyon is also a 
genus of kingfisher (which contains 11 
species but not our Common Kingfisher). 
What is the extraordinary myth which 
connects the two uses of this word? 

19. Russian General 

A certain Russian General was such an 
expert naturalist that he had a horse, a 
gerbil, seven birds and an entire genus of 
plants named after him. What was his 
name? 

20. David 

Why should a large heron keep clear of 
birders named David? 

21. Chevalier culblanc 

How is this bird linked to the wheatear? !

22. Ziegenmelker 

The literal translation of this bird's name 
is goat-milker. What on earth is going 
on? 

Bird names, languages and 
myths quiz
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RECENT SIGHTINGS
1st January - 28th February 2014"!

These records are largely unchecked. Records in bold require supporting details.

These Whooper Swans were part of a group that dropped into Thrybergh CP in February (Photo: 
MA Smethurst).
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This Mediterranean Gull at Broomhead Res was one of a series of rarer gulls to the area, which 
included Iceland/Kumlien’s, Caspian, Yellow-legged and Kittiwake. (Pic: Andy Deighton)



K-2/&7-% R% a% >))9&*/% m+2$% +>% +-)#%
W\\% 3"'% E#)')*4% "4% T5)"4"% T++9%
9C#&*/%<"*C"#H%"*9%Q):#C"#HI%!
!"2<E0%&'% R% ^M\% "4% g+*/'5"3% +*%
^_45% <"*C"#H% 3"'% :H% >"#% 45)% =+'4%
*+4":B)%2+C*4I%!

N%&&#,% R% a% B"#/)% >))9&*/% m+2$%
>#)pC)*4)9% T5)"4"% T++9% "*9%
V#)*+'&9)G% E)"$&*/% "4% ^M\% +*% M45%
<"*C"#H%"*9%Wc45%<"*C"#HI%W\\%3)#)%
"4%03B45+#E)%+*%^^*9%Q):#C"#HI%!
;4*@E2""#$( K"*))E%00( @( 5#<2"I2E0:(
)[00( H"#)#&,( %&,*( ,-#%"( )%^,-( 2&$(
)#>#&,-(<*&,-)S(BH( ,*()#>#&(E%"$)(

b %&7 0B$%&'( W>#( <20#)c( 4#"#(
"#'B02"0:( "#H*",#$( 2,( !"**<-#2$(
5#)( $B"%&'( ,-#( #&["#( H#"%*$( b2&$(
)[00( H"#)#&,( 2,( ,-#( [<#( *+(4"%[&'(
%&(#2"0:(G2"7-cF(!
3#,#(G#002(

This issue’s observers, with apologies for any omissions:"!
MG Archer, S Ashton, J Atkin, A Bailey, B Bailey, S Bailey, SJ Barnes, AR Bell, AS Bilton, F Bird, RP 
Blagden, K Bower, RJ Bradley, SJ Branch, PL Brown, V Browne, RV Burton, R Butterfield, EO Chafer, I 
Chapman, J Clarke, B Cole, J Crank, N Cross, S Davies, A Deighton, S Draper, W Dudhill, NP Dummigan, 
CM Dunhill,  H Egan, N Fawson, MG Fenner, P Flackett, P Garrity, S Gauton, KA Gehring, D Gill, G Grant, 
S Guymer, A Healey, M Hibbert, A Hill, RD Hill, DJ Hitchen, M Hodgson, J Hornbuckle, J Housden, P 
Jackson, G James, Anne Johnson, A Jones, L Jones, C Kelly, JE Kenward, S King, J Kingsland, K Knowles, 
M Lacey, D Langston, P Lawson, CL Leonard, P Leonard, P Lockwood, J Luis, F Maddock, J McMahon, C 
Measures, P Mella, B Merryweather, M Miller, T Millson, TH Minskip, D Mowbray, MG Oxlade, PH Pearsall, 
R Platts, NR Porter, M Price, M Purslow, M Reeder, P Ridsdale, L Riley, B Roberts, D Roberts, SJ Roddis, 
D Seal, J Sherwin, M Sherwin, S Sherwin, A Siddall, MA Smethurst, M Smith, B Spencer, D Stables, CG 
Stack, MJ Sweeney, SG Tebbutt, MS Thomas, P Thomas, J Thompson, M Timms, R Twigg, C Tyler, SE 
Vickers, EC Vincent, D Warburton, R Watkinson, AD Watson, M Wells, G Williams, RDR Williams, P&A 
Wilson, D Wood, D Woodhead, D Woodriff, P Wragg, Barnsley Bird Study Group, Sorby-breck Ringing 
Group, Thrybergh CP Bird Log

This Lesser Whitethroat, which frequented feeders in a Sheffield garden for much of 
the period, was proven to be of the ‘Siberian’ race blythi.
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